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«Le paradis des houris:du carnaval au scandale» in Revue Eidollon.
N.58 - cahiers du laboratoire pluridisciplinaire de recherches sur
I’imaginaire appliquée a la littérature (L-A-P-R-L) colloque la fin
des temps 2 université Michel de Montaigne - France - Bordeaux
3.2001
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Former University of Trento - Ambrosian Academy, Milano
- Italy. He taught as lecturer in the universities of Urbino and
Milan, as assistant professor in the Oriental University in Naples
and as associate professor of Islamic studies at the university of
Trento. Retired since 2016, he is Academic of the Ambrosian
Academy of Milan. Since the beginning, he devoted his research
to Quranic studies, Medieval and contemporary Islamic
philosophy with particular interest into the political thought, and
contemporary history of the Arab countries. He authored more
than 100 articles and 40 books. He translated from Arabic into
Italian works of Ibn Rushd (both the Fasl al - magal and the
Tahafut al - tahafut), al - Ghazali (among which the Jawahir al
- Qur>an) and al - Farabi (among which the Kitab ara> ahl al -
madina al - fadila). In the field of Qur-anic studies he published
three books in English: The Qur>an the basics (Routledge 2016,
second edition); The Qur>an: Modern Muslim interpretations
(Routledge, 2011) and Philosophical Perspectives of Modern
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Qur>anic Exegesis (Equinox Publishing 2016). His Introduction
to Islamic philosophy (first edition 2004) has been translated in
English (Edinburgh UP 2008) and in Spanish and Portuguese -
Brazilian.
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«Regards d’Ibn Ruhd sur al - Juwayni. Questions de méthode»,
in Arabic Sciences and Philosophy, vol. 22 (2012), Cambridge
University Press, pp. 199 - 216 ; «Ibn Rushd et le Zahirisme
pratique», in La lumiere de [’intellect...Averroes (A. Hasnawi,
2d.), Peeters, 2012, pp. 457 - 470.
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Massimo CAMPANINI

(former University of Trento - Ambrosian Academy Milano - Italy)

Beauty in the Qur’an: an esthetical approach

«God is beautiful and loves beauty »- this sufi sentence is mirrored
in the beauty of God’s Word, the Qur’an. The literary and artistic
beauty of the Qur’an has been already studied by many authors
like, in contemporary times, Sayyid Qutb (al - Taswir al - fanni
fi’l - Qur’an) and Navid Kermani (see his book Gott ist schon:
das dsthetische Erleben des Koran). The aim of this paper is to
discuss beauty of the Qur’an and inside the Qur’an from an esthetic
point of view, that is from a philosophical point of view. The
issue is not literary niceness, inimitability of language, structural
perfection. The issue is that of the relation between imagine and
reality, representation and truth. Does imagine betray reality?
Does representation remove us from perceiving Truth? These are
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philosophical and not only formal/ literary questions. In the large
framework of the alleged an - iconism of Islamic culture, I will
argue that, if God is Real/ True (hagqq is one of the most frequent
God’s beautiful name in the Qur’an), dealing with Truth cannot
but exclude any possible falsity. If The True with capital letters
(hagqq) is the symbol of universe (God as supreme Truth reflects
Himself in the universe), the imagine of Truth cannot be false.
Consequently, the prohibition of representing God is justified
by the necessity to avoid any false and misleading imagine of
Him. The thorough analysis of the Prophet Yusuf character will
show the strict link between symbolism and iconoclasm. The role
of calligraphy in translating God (through His beautiful names)
in iconographical symbol is then duly emphasized. Actually the
«Islamic »esthetics must blossom up from the Qur’an not only as
«perception »(aesthesis) but also as ethics (there is no beauty as
simple and superficial enjoyment and pleasure).
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