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• Distinguished Professor at Lille University, France  
• Member of the French Water Academy (Since June 2019) 
• Chair professor at Tongji University (Since September 2016)  
• Director of the Civil and geo-Environmental Engineering Research Laboratory 

(LGCgE) 
• Former Vice President of Lille1 University “Research and industrial Partnership” 

(2007 – 2012) 
• Associate Editor of Infrastructures Journal (MDPI) 
• Associate Editor of Smart Cities Journal (MDPI) 
• Co-chair of the conference series “Smart Underground Space” 

 
 
Resume 

Graduate from the National School of Bridges and Roads (Ponts et Chaussées - Paris), I have been strongly 
involved in research, higher education and partnership with the socio-economic sector. During the period 
2007 -2012, I was Vice President “Research and innovation” at the University Lille1. I was also president of the 
Innovation Agency “Lille Metropole Technopole” for regional economic development via innovation. 

My research activity concerns smart and sustainable cities, sustainable management of natural resources 
and geo-environmental Engineering. 

Currently, I’m director of the Regional Research Laboratory “Civil and Geo-Environment Engineering - 
LGCgE” (around 200 members included 90 PhD students) and head of the international master "Urban 
Engineering and Habitat."   

Since January 2011, I coordinate a large-scale Smart City project “SunRise: a large-scale demonstrator of 
the smart and sustainable city” which involves a large partnership with local government, water, energy and 
information technology providers and startups. I coordinated also the French partners of the European project 
“SmartWater4Europe”. I work with some cities and other local governments on the construction of road maps 
for smart city implementation. 

I conducted an intensive research activity with a strong socio-economic partnership. My activity resulted 
in about 120 refereed journal papers and the supervision of around 90 PhD dissertations and more than 5 
million Euros of industrial and public contracts. 

Recently, I gave more than 30 lectures on topics related to cities: Sustainable cities, Smart cities, and 
Resilient Cities, including tow TEDx talks. 

In addition to my courses at Lille University, I give lectures about the Smart and Sustainable City in 
different institutions such as Tongji University in Shanghai, American University of Sciences and Technology 
(AUST) in Beirut, ESPRIT in Tunis and Ecole Nationale d’Administration (l’ENA – Paris). 

 
 

Personal Information 
Date of birth: April 22, 1956, Tulkarm, Palestine 
Status: Married, two children, Nadia (26 years old) and Karam (22 years old) 
Nationality: French  
Address: 6 Rue Thirion et Ferron, 59 120 Loos, France 
Cellular: +33 6 79 47 74 04 
Email: Ishahrour@gmail.com 
Personnel pages : www.ishahrour.com 
 
Social Media : 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ishahrour (around 30 000 connections) 
https://www.facebook.com/isam.shahrour  
https://www.youtube.com/user/ishahrour/videos 
https://univ-lille1.academia.edu/IShahrour 
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Isam_Shahrour2/publications 



 

Academic Education 
• June 1982 : Civil Engineering Diploma (Master), Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées, Paris 
• June 1982: Master’s degree in applied Mechanics, University of Paris VI.  
• December 1984: Ph.D. in Civil Engineering, Ecole Nationale des Ponts et  Chaussées, Paris 
• September 1988: Habilitation (Degree required for professor position), Lille1 University  

 
Professional Experience 

• 1984-1985: Assistant Professor at Lille University, Polytech’Lille 
• 1985-1989: “Maître de Conférences” at Lille University, Polytech’Lille 
• Jan 1989- Sept 89: Research Engineer at the French Institute of Petroleum, Paris. 
• 1989-1997: Professor at Ecole Centrale de Lille 
• Since1997: Professor at Lille University, Polytech’Lille 

 
Major responsibilities 

• Since January 2010: Director of the Civil and geo-Environmental Engineering Regional Laboratory 
(LGCgE) (200 members, included 90 PhD students) 

• Since September 2010: Responsible of the SUNRISE project “Large scale Demonstrator of the Smart 
and Sustainable City”  

• Since January 2010: Director of the International master’s degree “Urban Engineering and Habitat”. 
• 2007-2012: Vice President “Research & Innovation” of Lille1 University (1200 faculty members, 1000 

PhD Student, 43 Research Laboratories in the field of fundamental science, engineering, economy, social 
sciences and management). 

• 2007 – 2012: President of the Innovation Agency “Lille Metropole Technopole” for regional economic 
development via innovation 

• 2011 – 2013: President of the Regional Innovation Center” Contactless Technology”  
 
Academic Activity  

• Academic and innovation fields: Sustainable & Smart Cities, Geo-environmental Engineering and Urban 
Engineering. 

• Author of about 120 refereed journal papers and 200 papers in national and international conferences  
• Full supervision of 90 PhD dissertations in the area of Smart and Sustainable Cities, geo-environment, 

urban engineering. 
• Research Expert for various funded research programs. 
• Successfully carried out research programs for Urban Services providers, Local authorities, French 

Research Ministry and European commission (more than 40 funded projects).  
• Consulting activity for local government ‘Road Map for Smart City implementation” 

 
Education Activity  

• Sustainable City, International Master’s Degree “Urban Engineering and Habitat”, Lille University 
• Natural Disaster and Urban soils, International Master “Urban Engineering and Habitat”, Lille 

University. 
• Urban Systems, Mastere “CréaCity”, Polytech’Lille. 
• Urban Government, Civil Engineering master’s degree, Lille University 
• Energy and Sustainable Development, Civil Engineering master’s degree, Lille University 
• Smart City: Concept and Implementation, master’s degree, American University of Science and 

Technology, Beirut 
• Smart Underground Space, Tongji University, Shanghai 
• Smart city and territories professional training, Al Riyad, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

 
 
 



 

Editorial Activity 
• Associate Editor of Infrastructures Journal (MDPI) 
• Associate Editor of Smart Cities Journal (MDPI) 
• Editorial Member of Underground Space Journal (Elsevier) 
• Guest editor for the special issue “Smart Underground Space” of the Underground Space Journal 
• Guest editor for the special issue “Infrastructures in the Smart City” of the Infrastructures Journal 
• Guest editor for the special issue “Urban water and Energy” of “Energies” Journal 

 
Invited Conferences (Snice 2014) 
• Isam Shahrour TEDxLille « The Renaissance » “Un démonstrateur pour la ville intelligente », March, 2014. 
• Isam Shahrour TEDX – Sciences Po Paris « Let’s build smart cities for a smart world », 14/11/2015. 
• Isam Shahrour « Smart Campus: Effective concept for the development of the Smart City », World Bank, 

Washington (within MEDEF International Delegation) 21/05/2014. 
• SHAHROUR I. (2018) "Could the Smart City improve the resilience and sustainability of cities?", Woh Hup 

Distinguished Lecture, National University of Singapore (NUS), May, 30, 2018. 
• SHAHROUR I. (2018) "How the Underground Space could help the Smart City Transformation? International 

Forum on Underground space Development and Utilization in Xi'an, 7-8, June 2018. 
• SHAHROUR I. (2018) "Smart Water concept and implementation: Feedback of the European project 

SmartWater4Eurpe", Chongqing, January 12, 2018. 
• SHAHROUR I. ((2018) "How the Smart City could help building Sustainable and Resilient City ?" Invited 

conference at Zhejiang University of Water resources and Electric Power, Hangzhou, July 19, 2018 
• SHAHROUR I. (2018) "Could the Smart City improve the resilience and sustainability of urban systems?", Invited 

conference, 6th International Symposium on Reliability Engineering and Risk Management (ISRERM), 
Singapore, 31 May - 1st June 2018. 

• SHAHROUR I. (2017) "Smart Utility Tunnels:  How the Smart Technology could help meet the utility tunnels 
challenges?" North China Municipal Engineering Design & Research Institute, Tianjin, November 21, 2017. 

• SHAHROUR I. (2017) "What do we know about Smart Cities Concept and Implementation?" Key note lecture, 
International Conference "SENSORS NETWORKS SMART AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES (SENSET)", 
September 12-14, Beirut. 

• Isam Shahrour (2016) “Smart Water – Water in the City” Dunkerque Metropolis, April, 22, 2016.  
• Isam Shahrour « Smart Cities for developing Countries », Tunis, ENIT,6 May, 2016. 
• Isam Shahrour (2016) “Smart City: Concept et retour experience” Training for the Directors of Municipalities, 

INET, Strasbourg, 7 June 2016. 
• Isam Shahrour (2016) “Smart Campus: Lessons learned from large Scale Demonstrator”, Green Building and 

Sustainable Development, 6 – 7 October, 2016, PERM, RUSSIA. 
• Isam Shahrour (2016) “Rôle de la « Smart City » dans la transition énergétique”, Conférence Internationale 

Transition Energétique en Afrique entre défis économiques et enjeux environnementaux” 1-2 Oc., 2016, Alger. 
• Isam Shahrour (2015) « Ville intelligente en France », Journée parlementaire, Paris 10/11/ 2015. 
• Isam Shahrour 2015) “Large Scale Demonstrator of the Smart City », Arab Future Cities Summit, Doha, Qatar, 

14/04/2015.  
• Isam Shahrour 2015) «Smart City for developing countries: Utopia or real opportunity », American University 

of Science and Technology, Beirut, 24/04/2015  
• Isam Shahrour (2015) « Smart Campus : une nouvelle approche de pilotage des universités » Colloque 

Directeurs Généraux des Services des Universités, Strasbourg, 24/06/2015   
• Isam Shahrour (2015)« Smart City: solution innovante pour la ville », Oran, Algeria, 27/09/2015 
• Isam Shahrour (2015) « Démonstrateur à Grande Echelle de la Ville Intelligente et Durable », Colloque 

international Eco-Campus, Paris, 15/10/2015 
• Isam Shahrour (2015)« Smart City and environmental Challenges » Shandong University, China, 23/12/2015 
• Isam Shahrour (2015) «Smart Water: Lessons from large scale experimentation"» Shandong Hydrogeology 

office, Shandong, China, 24/12/2015 



 

 
 
TV emission, Public biography and Journal articles 

• BFM Business “Lille rendre ma ville intelligente » GREEN BUSINESS, 28 /04/ 
2014,https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2IqdqIax1I 

• Isam Shahrour : une vie guidée par la connaissance et la curiosité,  by Sophie Mayeux, CRAZY, https://be-
crazy.org/2015/07/07/isam-shahrour-une-vie-guidee-par-la-connaissance-et-la-curiosite 

• Isam Shahrour, TÉMOIN INSPIRANT, 3ème Révolution Industrielle (Rev 3), Hauts de France ; 
https://rev3.fr/temoin-inspirant-2-isam-shahrour/ 

• Isam Shahrour, la Ville Intelligente, Pole National de Compétences, Education au Développement 
durable, https://crdp.ac-amiens.fr/edd/index.php/parolesdescientifiques/villes/1284-isam-shahrour-la-ville-
intelligente 

• Isam Shahrour, Smart City: à Lille, SunRise teste les enjeux urbains de demain, La Tribune, 27/4/2017. 
https://www.latribune.fr/regions/nord-pas-de-calais/smart-city-a-lille-sunrise-teste-les-enjeux-urbains-
de-demain-744838.html 

• Smart Grid, Point de vue d’Isam Shahrour, Commission de régulation de l’énergie (CRE), 
http://www.smartgrids-cre.fr/index.php?p=reseaux-eau-universite-lille. 

• Isam Shahrour, “Si on n'arrive pas à faire adhérer le citoyen à la smart city, c'est qu'on a échoué”,  
L’atelier, mars, 2016, https://atelier.bnpparibas/smart-city/article/si-n-arrive-adherer-citoyen-smart-city-
qu-on-a-echoue 

• Isam Shahrour constructeur numérique de villes intelligentes, Med Generation,  21/07/2015, 
http://www.medgeneration.eu/fr/success-story-diaspora-isam-shahrour 

• Isam Shahrour, la ville intelligente en gestation, EDUCPROs, Jan 2014., 
https://www.letudiant.fr/educpros/enquetes/portrait-d-universite-numerique-lille-1-campus-
connecte/recherche-la-ville-intelligente-en-gestation-a-lille-1.html 

• Isam Shahrour, la ville intelligente s’invente à Lille, ECO121, 29/06/2015, https://www.eco121.fr/sunrise-
la-ville-intelligente-sinvente-a-lille/ 
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